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Gondwana University, Gadchiroli
Tribal Studies Center

Proposal for the Minor Research Project (MRP)

Guidelines for Minor Research Project
2026 - 2027

PREAMBLE: -

Preservation of Tribal culture and life is one of the major objectives of the Tribal Studies
Center. The Tribal Studies Center (TSC@GUG), Gondwana University, Gadchiroli attempts to
promote research in various Emerging areas of Tribal issues, life, history, and culture. The
Tribal Studies Center (TSC@GUG), Gondwana University, Gadchiroli has initiated a Minor
Research Project from the session 2026-27 for all who have completed their PG Students of the
same University. The vision for Calls a Minor Research Project proposal to preserve tribal life,
history and culture and provides research grants to research projects. (TSC@GUG) proposes
to provide funding to research scholars to conduct innovative research in various fields of Tribal
life that have theoretical, conceptual, methodological, and policy implications. Tribal
communities have unique cultural qualities and philosophical views of their world. Due to
certain factors, most tribal communities’ philosophical views of their life are unknown to the
other mainstream communities. It is truly relevant to understand, document, and preserve the
tribal philosophical thoughts of its community and intellectual system. The oral narratives are
the storehouse that needs to be analyzed and interpreted to know the Tribes’ Nature and their
ways of Life.

The tribal communities are proud to have many legends, legendary characters, and their
extraordinary works. The tribal communities are known for possessing a treasure of proverbial
expressions. Traditionally, knowledge has been constituted, stored, and maintained in the
framework of oral culture. Traditional Knowledge (TK) is crucial to a community's integrity.
These knowledge systems are vital to people's livelihoods. However, the proceeds from these
inventions rarely make their way back to the communities that created them. It is important to
encourage indigenous peoples' right to preserve and protect their TK.

Tribal Studies Center, Gondwana University, Gadchiroli undertook measures to
document tribal cultural tradition and called for a research proposal on the documentation of
Tribal culture history and life. Tribal community with a rich and diverse cultural legacy. It has
a mosaic of tribal and folk arts. The Indian way of life is rich in rituals, customs, beliefs, and a
diverse group of gods and goddesses.
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1. THE OBJECTIVES OF THIS SCHEME ARE AS BELOW:-

1. To help students start research that has the potential to provide solutions to the
Problems of the adjoining society.

2. To carry out pilot studies on topics relevant to tribal and deprived communities in
Gadchiroli and Chandrapur districts.
3. To promote interdisciplinary collaboration in emerging areas of local relevance.

4. To clearly state our present knowledge in the proposed study both at National and
international level and how the proposed study will be a new addition to existing
knowledge.

5. To Preserve the traditional knowledge, history and culture of tribes of the region.

2. TARGET GROUP (ELIGIBILITY) :-

1.

Post Graduate passed students from Post Graduate Teaching Departments and affiliated
colleges from Gondwana University, Gadchiroli.

The preference shall be given to the students who can communicate in Gondi, Madia
and other tribal Languages.

. The research project should not be a part of M.Phil./Ph.D. work or any other research

project.

3. THE FOLLOWING ARE THE BROAD POINTS WHICH WILL BE COVERED IN
THE PROPOSED RESEARCH PROJECT :-

Cultural Preservation: Projects aimed at preserving and promoting indigenous
languages, history, arts, crafts, traditional knowledge, and cultural practices.

The broad disciplines of study, within the domain of Tribal culture, history and
life, are:

1.

Tribal history and culture 2. Indigenous Knowledge System. 3. Material Culture of
Tribal Communities. 4. Environment and Nature. 5.Gender in Tribal Society. 6. Health
and Well-being. 7. Rituals of Tribal Communities. 8. Tribal Religion. 9. Profession and
Livelihood of Tribal People. 10. Family Structure of Tribal Communities. 11. Social
Organization of Tribal Communities. 12. Community and Education. 13. Performing
Art of Tribal Communities. 14. Art and Craft of Tribal Communities. 15. Community
and Development. 16. Community and Modern Technology. 17. Community and
Nationalism. 18. Fieldwork, Documentation and Archive. 19. Tribal language. 20. Folk
Literature of Tribal Communities. 21. Genres in Oral Narratives. 22. Musical
instruments and songs.
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4. CATEGORIES OF RESEARCH PROJECTS :-

The Tribal Studies Center, GUG, Minor Research Projects will be awarded for 12 months

(10 months field project & 2 months report writing) with a budget of up to Rs.1,20,000/-
research fellowship for each research scholar (Per month Rs. 10,000/-)

6. HOW TO APPLY :-

1.

2.

3.

4.

The applications are invited through an advertisement on GUG website, social media
platforms of GUG and if required, in print media.

The applicants shall submit an online/offline application which includes the research
proposal in the given prescribed format. (The office of Coordinator, Tribal Studies
Center, Gondwana University, Gadchiroli, MIDC Road Complex, Maharashtra- 442605)
Email- tribalstudiescenter@unigug.ac.in

The Applicants must submit an abstract & a detailed Research Proposal in the prescribed
format.
Research proposals and final reports should be in Marathi, Hindi, or English.

7. PROCEDURE FOR AWARDS :-

1.

Applications would be initially scrutinized by the office of Tribal Studies Center, GUG
for their completeness. In case there are any suggestions for improvement, the same
would be sent to the scholar(s) before the presentation.

All the short-listed scholars would then be invited for a Power Point Presentation before
the Expert Committee at the Tribal Studies Center, GUG.

A list of Selected scholars shall be displayed on the website of GUG.

Research supervisor will be allotted by Tribal studies center, GUG.

Mentors will be provided by the Tribal studies center, GUG.

5. OTHER INFORMATION AND GUIDELINES :-

1.

The area or focus of Research is primarily expected to be rural and tribal areas of
Gadchiroli and Chandrapur District.

For initiation for a research project, researchers should submit the approval letter from
Gram Sabha Chairperson or Sarpanch.

The researcher can avail himself of only one project/ scheme of the Tribal Studies
Center, GUG, at any given time.

The researcher shall have a Supervisor and a mentor for a project.

The researcher and the Supervisor shall be accountable for accounts, funds, and
completion of the project.

The Research Scholars should submit progress reports regularly as stipulated by the
administration.
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8. JOINING AND RELEASE OF GRANTS: -

1.

2.

3.

The fixed amount of Rs.10,000/- (For Twelve months only) will be disbursed to
Research student scholars, subjected to the requirements, as mentioned in the Sanction
Letter. No additional amount will be paid to research scholars by the (TSC@GUG) for
field work and report writing.

The research fellowship shall be released after submission of a per month progress
report and final installment shall be released only after final submission of Minor
Research Project.

All field work related expenses of research students are expected to meet from the
fellowship authorized by (TSC@GUG).

Final installment will be issued after receipt of the recommendation of the expert for
acceptance of the Final Report, Audited statement of accounts (A/C) in prescribed
format, verification of all progress reports, final summary, and other necessary
documents.

9. MONITORING OF RESEARCH PROJECTS :-

1.

GUG shall constitute an MRP Tribal Studies Center, Advisory Board to monitor the
project's progress.

All project-related queries will be addressed to the coordinator, of MRP, Tribal Studies
Center for their timely reply.

Research undertaken by a research scholar will be reviewed through the submission of
monthly progress reports in the prescribed format and the project may be
discontinued/terminated if research progress is not found satisfactory or on account of
the violation of rule/rules of Tribal Studies center, GUG.

Final reports submitted by the scholars shall be evaluated by an Evaluation Committee,
MRP Tribal Studies center, GUG before considering the release of the final installment.

The Authenticity of the Final research project (Video and audio) shall be the letter of
approval by the Gram Sabha Chairperson or Sarpanch.

If the scholars fail to submit the requisite documents and the final report or do not
complete the project in a stipulated period, the scholars will be blacklisted.

10. COMPLETION OF THE STUDY :-

1.

2.

3.

On completion of the study, the research scholar shall submit a Final report in the
prescribed form.

The final report submitted by the scholar will be considered as satisfactory only after
final recommendation of acceptance by the expert appointed by the GUG.

The University may publish the findings of the research completed under this scheme at
appropriate platforms/places. The researcher should submit a no-objection certificate
at the time of final report submission.
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