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Government of india
Ministry of &mvirmmeﬁh Forest and Climate Change

y ’ R |~ AN g m 2020
D.O. No. 3 22012/35/2014 CS(w) T ey ( 5 ) 9 January,
Dear,éi\ . Qg‘é%?r,m 5 BHE uvi=

As you are aware, World Wetlands Day (WWD) is celebrated every vear on

2md February to Ommemorate the signing of international treaty on ‘Ramsar

Convention on Wetlands’ in 1971 for conservation and wise use of wetlands at the

global level, India is 3 party to the Convention since 1982 and has SO far declared 27

wetlands as Ramsar sjtes covering 15 states, The Ministry of Environment, Forest &

S Climate Change is the nodal Ministry involved in conservation and wise use of these
™ sites and other wetlands.

?;
e
: b
by e, 2 The internationa theme of WWD-2020 js "Wetlands ang Biodiversj %
, which draws attention to the fact that 40% of all Species Tive or breed in wetlands
and wetland biodiversity matters for life to thrive, Safeguarding biodiversity in all its
forms is now as urgent as tackling Climate change, Considering the crucial rofe of

wetland €cosystems in recharging of aquifers, conserving flora and faunga|
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3 I wouﬁlgke to seek your sqpqug fgr Celebration of WWD in your State by

s g St

b organizing varioys a;tiywi;t‘_i;ewgwgyf;ﬁ“é‘sh _Panel_discussions, _cyjtyray programmes,
exhibft_ion54 Rainting com etitions/ Siogan contests/ Quiz contests at different levels
f‘ ~ INVOlving the experts, Students, stakeholders, policy “planners €tc.  Students at
B different levels of §chool/ College/ University and stakeholders may also pe
\,"‘"fﬁ? €ncouraged to participate p essay/ slogan/ Paintin Uiz Declamation/
|
i

Competitions on different €nvironmental themes, Prizes may be distributed T3 the
outstanding Participants on the basis of their performance,

4, Background material for World Wetlands Day 2020 js enclosed. Information
is also available at WWW.ramsar.or, and moef.gov.in.
w

5. Itis requested that the Wwp May be celebrateqd in your State in a beﬂtting
~PMmanner in each and every district, The district administration may be asked tq
./ ¥ identify wetlands jn their districts and hold Programme with communi

W .'N%\ Participation, 1 shall be grateful if the Ministry s apprised of the initiatives taken on
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this event. A report along with pictures of the celebration may be sent to this
Ministry for dissemination and onward transmission to Ramsar gecretariat. The
events held may also be registered and uploaded on

hmsgz{www.wgrldweﬂandsday.ogg (add your event).

With regards
yours faithfully,
W Encl: Afe /) e
(Manju pam’{e/ﬂ/
-~ Shri Anil Diggikar
Principal Secretary
~ Department of Environment,

Mantralaya, Madam Gama Road,
Hutatma Rajguru Square,
Nariman Point,

Mumbai ~ 400032.




¢ Coastal wetlands i iologically diverse places

wetlands receiye flows
upplies, cleanse polluted

nsive food chain and

‘biological Supermarkets’, Wetlands are valuable as

es, and transformers of a multitude of biological, chernjear and genetic materja), In
addition, wetlands have Special attributes as cultural heritage of humanfty, and have deep
connections with our beliefs angd practices, They are indeed an important part of gur natural wealth

3. The Convention on Wetlands, called the Ramsar Convention, is an intergovemmentai treaty that
provides the framework for National action ang international Cooperation for the conservation ang

wise use of wetlands ang their fesources. The Convention Was adopted in 1971 at the Iranian City of
; Ramsar, Contracting Parties to the Convention commit to designating wetlands into the List of

Wetlands of International Importance (as per g Criteria set by the Convent:on), and wise use of all

: 4. The ‘wise use' approach of Ramsar Convention js 'giobaiiy recognized. Notably, the wise yse approach
L Was coined in 197, much before the halimark 1997 Rio Conference wherein the term Sustainable

development Was rendered 3 definition As endorseq by Contractmg Parties of the Ramsar
| Convention, wise use of wetiands is “the Maintenance of their ecologic g r, achieved thr h
the implementation of ecosystem 3D5Toaches, within the con&ém%%e
M wise use approach fecognizes that stemming wetland fosg and degradation requires incorporaticn of

3 linkages between People and wetlands, ang thereby €mphasizes that human use of these ecos stems
¥
on sustainaple basis js Compatible with Conservation,

L February of €ach year js Celebrated a5 World Wetlands Day to mark the date of adoption of
Ramsar Convention on Wetlands, The Convention js the only Mmultilatera) environmenta agreement to
date for Conservation ang wise use of Wetlands, The World Wetland Day js being Organized tp raise

6. Wetlands are valuable ag sources, sink ang transformers of a Multitude of bio!sgical, chemicaj and
genetic material, Wetlands play an important role in reducing the impact of extreme weather events
such as f S, droughts and cyclones, Wetlands act as a naturaj sponge, absorbmg and storing
€XCess rainfal) and redu%ing ﬂoqding. During the dry Season, they release the water stored, delaying



