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~Jal Shakti Abhiyan:Catch the Rain” for the meeting of Committee of Secretar

Note on y g ﬂE
(Co8) to be held under the Chairmanship of Cabinet Secretary on 18.03.2021

I. Introduction

1.1 Water is a basjc necessity for all living beings. Water, being cssential
resource for the agriculture and industrial sectors, plays a critical role in the
cconomy as well. Though India receives 1,190 mm rainfall on an average
annually; there is wide temporal and spatial variation, India receives rains during
the monsoon periods (June — November) and rains are the primary source of
water in India. Per capita water availability in the country has been
declining over time. Schemes and programs impacting water are
implemented across several Ministries and Departments. Community
involvement can help plan and implement water conservation measures
effectively at the Joca] level. Therefore, we need adopt a convergent
approach in various schemes and programs impacting water avai_lability
and take steps to improve awareness to conserve rain water,

1.2 Water conservation subject has featured many times in Hon’ble Prime
Minister’s monthly address to the nation - the “Mann ki Baat” and he has made a
call to make the Jal-Sanchay endeavouyr a Jan-Andolan. Accordingly, in 2019, a
“Jal Shakti Abhiyan” was taken up in 1,592 blocks out of the 2,836 blocks of the
256 water-stressed districts of the country.

1.3 Hon’ble Prime Minister, in his address to the nation on “Mann ki Baat”
on 28.02.2021, talked about initiating a campaign to clean the water bodies and
to harvest the rain water. He noted that Ministry of Jal Shakti will launch a
campaign “Jal Shakti Abhiyan: Catch the Rain” with the theme “Catch the Raj n,
where it falls, when it falls”,

1.4 Water conservation needs to become a part of community's ethos,

Therefore, it is now Proposed to take up the “Jg/ Shakti Abhiyan” in 2021 in the




pre-monsoon and monsoon periods of 2021, covering both urban and rural

areas of all districts in the country.

2. Jal Shakti Abhiyan iOl9 — A Background

2.1 Jal Shakti Abhiyan (JSA), a time-bound, mission mode water
conservation campaign, was implemented in the July - November 2019 period in
1,592 blocks out of 2,836 blocks of 256 water-stressed districts of the country.
These blocks fell under critical or over-exploited groundwater category, where
groundwater was being exploited faster than it could be replenished.

2.2 The Jal Shakti Abhiyan was implemented in two phases: Phase 1
from 1st July to 30th September 2019 for all States and Union Territories,
except those receiving rains from the retreating monsoons; and Phase 2 from 1st
October to 30th November 2019 for States and UTs receiving rains from the
retreating monsoon.

23 JSA focused on five aspects—water conservation and rainwater

harvesting, renovation of traditional and other water bodies, reuse of water

and recharging of structures, watershed development, and intensive

M. Besides, the special interventions included development of Block
Water Conservation Plans and District Water Conservation Plans, Krishi
Vigyan Kendra Melas, Urban Wastewater Reuse and 3D contour mapping of all
villages.

24 Teams of officers from the Central Government, led by Additional
Secretaries/ Joint Secretaries were mapped to the 256 JSA districts. The Gol
teams consisted of 256 Central Nodal Officers (CNOs) of Addl. Secretary/Joint
Secretary level, 446 Block Nodal Officers (BNOs) of Dy Secretary/Director
level, and 446 Technical Officers (TOs) from the Central Ground Water Board
and the Central Water Commission, and 169 Assistant Secretaries. The teams

made 3 visits to their allotted districts/blocks.
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findings.

A

The teams submitted their reports with their obscrvations and kcy

3. “Catch the Rain” campaign
3.1 Though Jal Shakti Abhiyan was contemplated to be taken up in 2020, it

could not be held due to restrictions imposed by Covid 19 Pandemic. However,

in order to maintain continuity of JSA-2019, National Water Mission (NWM)

under the Department of Water Resources, River Development & Ganga
Rejuvenation, Ministry of Jal Shakti started the “Catch the Rain” (CTR)

Campaign in February, 2020.

1.

iii,

v,

“Catch the Rain™ is a campaign with the tag line “Catch the rain,
where it falls, when it falls”, initiated by National Water Mission
(NWM) to nudge the state and all stakeholders to create Rain Water
Harvesting Structures (RWHS) suitable to the climatic conditions
and sub-soil strata, with people's active participatioh, before the
onset of monsoon to ensure storage of rainwater. Rains falling in the
four/five months of monsoon are the only source of water for most
parts of the country,

Under the “Catch The Rain” campaign, drives to make Rain Water
Harvesting Structures (RWHS) like Rooftop RWHS, ponds, water
harvesting pits, check dams, etc; enumeration and geo-tagging of al] -
water bodies in the districts; removal of encroachments and de-
silting of tanks to increase their storage capacity; removal of
obstructions in the channels which bring water to them; repairs to
step-wells and using defunct bore-wells to put the water back to
aquifers; rejuvenation of rivulets and rivers; conservation and
restoration of wetlands, etc were taken up.

In its initial phase, due to the social distancing and other restrictions
on mass gatherings, the campaign/works were confined to
institutions and government organizations like establishments of
defence force and Central Armed Paramilitary Forces, Ordinance
Factory Boards, Cantonment Boards, Universities, 1IMs, IITs,
Airports, Railways, Public Sector Undertakings etc which have large
tracts of lands with them and for awareness generation in public
spaces like Banks, airports etc and in social media platforms.

Over 150 webinars have been organized by NWM so far to involve
the stakeholders. These include the weekly “Catch the Rain:
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4.1

Dialogues with sclected District Magistrates™ since 8§ August 2020):
monthly “Water-Talks” and “Water-Tech Talks"; webinars with
NGOs, FICCI, representatives of industries: Vice-Chancellors of
many Universitics; Principals of many Colleges/schools & Resident
Welfare Associations etc.

vi.  After the casing of the lock-down, the “JSA-Caich the Rain"
Awareness generation campaign in collaboration with NYKS
{Nehru Yuvak Kendra Sanghatan) was launched on 27 December,
2020 jointly by Minister of Jal Shakti and Minister of Youth Affairs
& Sports in New Delhi. NYKS has becn implementing the
awareness generation campaign 623 districts of the country since
then. Training was given to over 700 officials of NYKS. So far, 1
has secn participation of about 1.20 crore people, including many
District ~ Magistrates, Municipal ~ Commissioners, public
Tepresentatives etc. in various activities like talks, oath taking
programs, rallies, quizzes, debate competitions, writing of slogans,
posters, banners, wall-writings; nukkad-nataks, community work etc.

Jal Shakti Abhiyan: 2021

The campaign will be with the main theme “Catch the Rain.” The following

modalities are suggested for implementation of Jal Shakti Abhiyan: Catch The Rain

(JSA:CTR):

Ii.

JSA: CTR will be taken up in all 729 districts (rural as well as urban areas) of the
country with the main theme “Catch the Rain” as it will be held during the pre-
monsoon and monsoon period. Moreover, there is a lot of awareness generated in
the field about the “Catch the Rain” campaign due to awareness generation
campaign being done by NYKS. The campaign period proposed is from March 22,
2021 to November 30, 2021 - the pre-monsoon and monsoon period in the
country.

The “Jal Shakti Abhiyan: Catch The Rain” campaign will be launched by the
Hon’ble Prime Minister on 22 March 2021, the World Water Day, in a virtual
event in which the Hon’ble Prime Minister will address all the District Magistrates
and Sarpanchs of Gram Panchayats, except in the five election bound States, of the
country. After the address by the Hon’ble Prime Minister, Gram Sabhas on “watcr
conservation theme™ will be held in all Gram Panchayats. A letter from Hon'ble
Prime Minister will be sent to the Sarpanchs urging them to take up water
conservation works before the onset of monsoon.
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Under JSA:CTR campaign, cach district in the country will prepare scientific.
water conservation plans with the help of remote sensing images from NRSA and
GIS mapping technology for identification of existing water-bodies/Water
Harvesting Structures (WHS) and for planning future WHS. Required technical
guidelines on preparing the plans will be given by DoWR, RD & GR. Based on a
checklist, DMs will certify the completion of these scientific water conservation
plans. This will help to make a detailed inventory of all water-bodies/WHS in the
district and their state of health so that repairs and renovation can be done for
needy water bodies/WHS. This will also help in planning the works to be taken up
in future. Identification of existing water bodies/WHS will be the first component
of the preparation of scientific plans and will start subsequent to the launch of the
programme by Hon’ble PM on 22 March 2021 and will continue till 30 April
2021. These could be the basis for preparation of the shelf of projects for water
conservation works under MNREGS. The second component of the preparation of
scientific planning would be the identification of the works to be taken up for new
WHS. This activity will continue from1st week of May till 31stJuly, 2021.

DoWR, RD & GR, Ministry of Jal Shakti will give incentive-based financial grant
amounting up to Rs. 2.00 lakh to each district for GIS mapping and preparation of
district water conservation plan. Initially, Rs. 1.00 lakh will be given as financial
grant and remaining Rs. 1.00 lakh will be released based on the performance and
quality of work done in this planning process in each district.

The focused interventions for JSA will include water conservation & rainwater
harvesting; renovation of traditional and other water bodies/ tanks; reuse and
recharge of bore wells; watershed development; and intensive afforestation.
Activities suggested to be taken up during the campaign include roof-top RWHS
on all buildings- focus on all govt. buildings, water harvesting pits in all
compounds, maintenance of old/ building of new check dams/ponds, enumerating,
geo-tagging and inventorising all water bodies, preparation of scientific plans for
water conservation, removal of encroachments of tanks/lakes, de-silting of tanks to
increase their storage capacity, removal of obstructions in their channels, repairs to
traditional step-wells and other RWHS, use defunct bores/unused wells to
recharge aquifers, rejuvenation of small rivers and rivulets, revival of wetlands
and protection of flood-banks. These works can be taken up from funds under
MGNREGS or the Finance Commission grants or locally mobilized funds.

JSA will involve inter-sectoral convergence of all development programmes and
MGNREGS offers a major opportunity in leveraging convergence.

Water Shramdan activities will be taken up on the occasion of birth anniversary of
Baba Saheb Ambedkar onl4 April 2021 by NYKS officials and their district
youth-volunteers as a part of the “Fit India” campaign.

Cleaning of water bodies may be undertaken alongside Swachh Bharat Abhiyan.

A decision on the field visit of the teams can be taken later, depending on the
restrictions due to Covid pandemic and its feasibility etc.



5 A meeting of the Committcc of Scerctarics (CoS) was held under the
chairmanship of Cabinet Secretary on Wednesday, !0th March 2021 on the subject Jal
Shakti Abhiyan — Catch the Rain (JSA-CTR) campaign. After dcliberations, the

Committee reccommended the following:

1. MoJS may finalize the action plan for JSA-CTR campaign afier suitably
incorporating suggestions given in the meeting.

ii.  MolS and other Ministries / Departments may cnsure that major activities and
awareness campaigns of schemes pertaining of different Ministries / Departments,
including the JSA-CTR campaign are converged with the cclebrations of 75 years
of Independence.

iii.  Nodal officers for supervising JSA-CTR may be chosen with care to build on
experience gained with similar programs carlicr and bearing in mind the Covid-19
situation on the ground.

iv.  State Governments may be fully taken on board for successful implementation of
the program.

v.  MoJS may ensure appropriate training and sensitizing of officers involved in this
campaign. For this i-GoT platform may be considered.

vi.  Ministries / Departments may ensure that water conservation structures are created
in government offices, buildings and premises across the country.

Preparation for Jal Shakti Abhiyan :Catch The Rain
As preparatory steps, following are suggested for consideration and further action:

i.  All States may be requested to appoint a senior officer as State Nodal Officer
(SNO) to co-ordinate the campaign in their State and also nominate one Block
Nodal Officer (BNO) and an Urban Nodal Officer (UNO) for each block and
municipality/corporation respectively to co-ordinate/monitor the campaign in the
blocks and municipalities/corporations in their State during the campaign period
(from 22 March, 2021 to 30 November, 2021).

ii. ~ Undertake water conservation works under various schemes such as MGNREGA,
watershed development and 'Per Drop More Crop' components of PMKSY etc.

ii. Involve all corporations and municipalities in the campaign and take up water-
conservation and urban-water-bodies rejuvenation works during the campaign
period.

iv.  Arrange the Gram Sabhas on 22.03.2021 to take Jal Shapaths and discuss about
water conservation.
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Popularization of water conscrvation by Krishi Vigyan Kendras and training of
farmers to use water efficient techniques of irrigation, promotion of micro
irrigation systems etc.

To take up rain water harvesting structures in forest areas and keep pits and plant
saplings ready for plantation during the monsoon period.

To take up roof-top rain water harvesting structure on the buildings and rainwater
harvesting structures in the premises of all schools during the campaign.

To take up roof top rain water harvesting structures on the buildings and rainwater
harvesting structures in the premises of anganwadis, schools, PHCs, gram
panchayat offices etc. during the campaign period.

Ensure setting up of ‘Jal Shakti Kendra’ in every district headquarters. This ‘Jal
Shakti Kendra® will be one stop solution for getting information in the sector of
watcr conservation techniques. District Collectors have already been requested to
establish ‘Jal Shakti Kendra' in every district headquarters to give technical
guidance on various aspects of water.

To ensure timely submission of progress reports and updation of MIS data related
to works done under the campaign on a dedicated portal to be created by Ministry

of Jal Shakti.

* o ok ok ok
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TS sed arf, 7 Reefi-110002
o T I Bahadur Shoh Zafar Marg, New Delhi-110002
H Ph: 011-23236288/23239337
Prof. Rajnish Jain Fax:011-2323 8858
Secretary * E-mail : secy.uge@nic.in
D.O. No. 14-7/ 2021(CPP-II) March 19, 2021
Respected Sir / Madam,

“Jal Shakti Abhiyan: Catch the Rain” with the theme “Catch the Rain, where it falls,
when it falls” campaign under the Ministry of Jal Shakti will be launched by the Hon’ble Prime
Minister on 227 March, 2021 on the World Water Day. T =

The Jal Shakti Abhiyan is to be integrated with Ek Bharat Shreshtha Bharat (EBSB) so
that all the institution participating in the campaign conduct the activities under the theme
activities to bring out the spirit of Ek Bharat Shareshtha Bharat. A list of activities has been
enumerated in Annexure-I (copy attached), which may be undertaken to promote Jal Shakti
Abhiyan under EBSB. The list is only indicative. More activities may be included in it.

All the universities and its affiliated colleges are requested to undertake steps to make
sure that all students take up water conservation activities in and around college campuses.

The Universities / Colleges / Institutes are also requested to upload the action plans with
calendar of activities on the EBSB portal to promote Jal Shakti Abhiyan.

With kind regards,

Yours sincerely,

,1,)
(Raii‘_h Jain)
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ANNEXURE-|
Proposed activities to promote Jal Shakti Abhiyan under EBSB:.
1. Jal Sanchay Utsav afforestation Mahaotsav
Rainwater Harvesting on top of building structures
Sharing the water conservation best practices of paired states’ institutions
Podcast like “Panikichitthi” by students of paired state
Plantation drive in both the paired states

Nukkadnatak to create awareness about water conservation.

N o o A w N

Holding seminars/webinars among paired states’ institutions to learn water
conservation techniques.

8. Virtual and physical faculty exchange where ideas and techniques could be
discussed.

9. Innovative ideas to reduce water pollution in the country.
10.  Virtual tours of the traditional water conservation methods of the paired state
11.  Natural water purifying techniques used by paired states.

12. Awareness about natural water bodies and watersheds of the paired state.



